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'Close Encounters'remake
'betterthan the first'

From ROBERT EBERT

LOS ANGELES,Sunday.
— A

brilliant

new moviewith

an
ungainlytitleis being

screenedin America:'TheSpe-
cial Editionof CloseEncoun-

tersof The ThirdKind'.

I callit "new",eventhough

perhaps two-thirds

of its footage

has been
previously

seen,because

the changesStevenSpielberghas ;
madein his

original1978filmare
basicand

extensive:

whatI saw at

a private preview in Los Angeles

was
essentially

a new
movie-going

experience.
Spielberg'schangesfallintofour

categories:

He's providedmore motivation

for the strangebehaviourof the
RichardDreyfuss character—
who is

compelled
by "psychic

implanting"

to visitthe Nevada

mountainwherethe spaceship

plansto land,

He's added, additionalman-
ifestations of UFO intervention

in earthly affairs— including

an
ocean-going freighterde-

positedin the middleof the
Gobi Desert,

There'sa
sensationalending,

and he'saddedmorespecial

effectsthroughout the film.
Spielberg's decisionto revisethe

original versionof 'Close Encoun-

ters'is all but
unprecedented.

Some directors have remade
theirearlierfilms (Hitchcock

did
Britishand Americanversionsof
'TheMan Who KnewToo Much')

and
countless directors,

of course,

havegivenus
sequels.

Spielberg's 'Special Edition' is
sortof a 'CloseEncounters,

Part
1½'.It is alsoa very,verygood
film.

It is,in fact,a
betterfilmthan

thefirst— so muchbetter thatit
mightcreatea minorscandalin
film circles,inspiringthe un-
charitablequestion,"Why didn't
Spielberg

makeit thisgoodthe
first time?"

He hasdonethree
things.

He has
thrownaway scenesthat didn't
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work,put in sceneshe shotthree
yearsagobutdidnotuse,andshot

some entirely new scenes.

The
most-spectacular

of theseis
the new ending, whichshowsus
what

Dreyfuss
seeswhenhe enters

the
spacecraft.

He seesa sortof
extra-terrestrial

cathedral,

a
limitlessinteriorspace

filledwithcolumns
of light,count-

lesssourcesof
brilliance,

and the
machineryof an

unimaginable

al-
ien

technology.

The new special effects were
designedby

underground artistR.
Cobb,I

understand:

no creditis
given.

Thisnew
conclusion

givesthe
moviethe kindof

overwhelming

final emotionalimpactit needed.

'CloseEncounters',which was
alreadya wonderfulfilm,now
transcendsitself: it's one of the

great movie-goingexperiences.

If you'veseenit before,I'm
afraid thatnow you'll haveto see
it

again.

AAP.
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A scenefrom 'Close Encounters

of the ThirdKind',with RichardDreyfuss buildinga
replicaof the

mountain-in-his-mind

in his livingroom.


